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MOTHER TERESA

‘ T h i s  i s  t h e  w a y  i t  i s  n e a r l y  e v e r y  d a y .  T h e y  a r e  e x p e c t i n g ,

t h e y  a r e  h o p i n g  t h a t  a  s o n  o r  d a u g h t e r  w i l l  c o m e  t o  v i s i t

t h e m .  T h e y  a r e  h u r t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  f o r g o t t e n . ’ A n d  s e e ,

t h i s  n e g l e c t  t o  l o v e  b r i n g s  s p i r i t u a l  p o v e r t y …  W h e n  I  p i c k  u p

a  p e r s o n  f r o m  t h e  s t r e e t ,  h u n g r y ,  I  g i v e  h i m  a  p l a t e  o f  r i c e ,

a  p i e c e  o f  b r e a d .  B u t  a  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  s h u t  o u t ,  w h o  f e e l s

u n w a n t e d ,  u n l o v e d ,  t e r r i f i e d ,  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  h a s  b e e n

t h r o w n  o u t  o f  s o c i e t y  –  t h a t  s p i r i t u a l  p o v e r t y  i s  m u c h

h a r d e r  t o  o v e r c o m e . ”

http://www.priestsforlife.org/brochures/mtspeech.html




FREEDOM IN THE GOSPELS...

IT IS NOT THE FREEDOM TO PURSUE WHAT WE BELIEVE

WILL SATISFY US BUT THE FREEDOM FROM THE

PURSUIT OF WHAT WE BELIEVE WILL SATISFY US.





JUDGES 6

7  W h e n  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  c r i e d  o u t  t o  t h e  L o r d  b e c a u s e  o f  M i d i a n ,

8  h e  s e n t  t h e m  a  p r o p h e t ,  w h o  s a i d ,  “ T h i s  i s  w h a t  t h e  L o r d ,

t h e  G o d  o f  I s r a e l ,  s a y s :  I  b r o u g h t  y o u  u p  o u t  o f  E g y p t ,  o u t  o f

t h e  l a n d  o f  s l a v e r y .  9  I  r e s c u e d  y o u  f r o m  t h e  h a n d  o f  t h e

E g y p t i a n s .  A n d  I  d e l i v e r e d  y o u  f r o m  t h e  h a n d  o f  a l l  y o u r

o p p r e s s o r s ;  I  d r o v e  t h e m  o u t  b e f o r e  y o u  a n d  g a v e  y o u  t h e i r

l a n d .  1 0  I  s a i d  t o  y o u ,  ‘ I  a m  t h e  L o r d  y o u r  G o d ;  d o  n o t  w o r s h i p

t h e  g o d s  o f  t h e  A m o r i t e s ,  i n  w h o s e  l a n d  y o u  l i v e . ’ B u t  y o u  h a v e

n o t  l i s t e n e d  t o  m e . ”



JUDGES 6

1 1  T h e  a n g e l  o f  t h e  L o r d  c a m e  a n d  s a t  d o w n  u n d e r  t h e  o a k  i n

O p h r a h  t h a t  b e l o n g e d  t o  J o a s h  t h e  A b i e z r i t e ,  w h e r e  h i s  s o n

G i d e o n  w a s  t h r e s h i n g  w h e a t  i n  a  w i n e p r e s s  t o  k e e p  i t  f r o m  t h e

M i d i a n i t e s .  1 2  W h e n  t h e  a n g e l  o f  t h e  L o r d  a p p e a r e d  t o  G i d e o n ,

h e  s a i d ,  “ T h e  L o r d  i s  w i t h  y o u ,  m i g h t y  w a r r i o r . ”



JUDGES 6

1 3  “ P a r d o n  m e ,  m y  l o r d , ”  G i d e o n  r e p l i e d ,  “ b u t  i f  t h e  L o r d  i s

w i t h  u s ,  w h y  h a s  a l l  t h i s  h a p p e n e d  t o  u s ?  W h e r e  a r e  a l l  h i s

w o n d e r s  t h a t  o u r  a n c e s t o r s  t o l d  u s  a b o u t  w h e n  t h e y  s a i d ,  ‘ D i d

n o t  t h e  L o r d  b r i n g  u s  u p  o u t  o f  E g y p t ? ’ B u t  n o w  t h e  L o r d  h a s

a b a n d o n e d  u s  a n d  g i v e n  u s  i n t o  t h e  h a n d  o f  M i d i a n . ”







JUDGES 6

1 4  T h e  L o r d  t u r n e d  t o  h i m  a n d  s a i d ,  “ G o  i n  t h e  s t r e n g t h

y o u  h a v e  a n d  s a v e  I s r a e l  o u t  o f  M i d i a n ’s  h a n d .  A m  I  n o t

s e n d i n g  y o u ? ”



JUDGES 6

1 5  “ P a r d o n  m e ,  m y  l o r d , ”  G i d e o n  r e p l i e d ,  “ b u t  h o w  c a n  I

s a v e  I s r a e l ?  M y  c l a n  i s  t h e  w e a k e s t  i n  M a n a s s e h ,  a n d  I  a m

t h e  l e a s t  i n  m y  f a m i l y . ”



JUDGES 6

1 6  T h e  L o r d  a n s w e r e d ,  “ I  w i l l  b e  w i t h  y o u ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l

s t r i k e  d o w n  a l l  t h e  M i d i a n i t e s ,  l e a v i n g  n o n e  a l i v e . ”



JUDGES 6

2 5  T h a t  s a m e  n i g h t  t h e  L o r d  s a i d  t o  h i m ,  “ T a k e  t h e  s e c o n d

b u l l  f r o m  y o u r  f a t h e r ’s  h e r d ,  t h e  o n e  s e v e n  y e a r s  o l d . [ b ]

T e a r  d o w n  y o u r  f a t h e r ’s  a l t a r  t o  B a a l  a n d  c u t  d o w n  t h e

A s h e r a h  p o l e  b e s i d e  i t .  2 6  T h e n  b u i l d  a  p r o p e r  k i n d  o f [ d ]

a l t a r  t o  t h e  L o r d  y o u r  G o d  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h i s  h e i g h t .  U s i n g

t h e  w o o d  o f  t h e  A s h e r a h  p o l e  t h a t  y o u  c u t  d o w n ,  o f f e r  t h e

s e c o n d [ e ]  b u l l  a s  a  b u r n t  o f f e r i n g . ”



JUDGES 6

2 7  S o  G i d e o n  t o o k  t e n  o f  h i s  s e r v a n t s  a n d  d i d  a s  t h e  L o r d

t o l d  h i m .  B u t  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  a f r a i d  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  t h e

t o w n s p e o p l e ,  h e  d i d  i t  a t  n i g h t  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  d a y t i m e .

2 8  I n  t h e  m o r n i n g  w h e n  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  t o w n  g o t  u p ,

t h e r e  w a s  B a a l ’s  a l t a r ,  d e m o l i s h e d ,  w i t h  t h e  A s h e r a h  p o l e

b e s i d e  i t  c u t  d o w n  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  b u l l  s a c r i f i c e d  o n  t h e

n e w l y  b u i l t  a l t a r !

2 9  T h e y  a s k e d  e a c h  o t h e r ,  “ W h o  d i d  t h i s ? ”





LUKE 14

2 6  “ I f  a n y o n e  c o m e s  t o  m e  a n d  d o e s  n o t  h a t e  f a t h e r  a n d

m o t h e r ,  w i f e  a n d  c h i l d r e n ,  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s — y e s ,  e v e n

t h e i r  o w n  l i f e — s u c h  a  p e r s o n  c a n n o t  b e  m y  d i s c i p l e .  2 7

A n d  w h o e v e r  d o e s  n o t  c a r r y  t h e i r  c r o s s  a n d  f o l l o w  m e

c a n n o t  b e  m y  d i s c i p l e .





THE PATHWAY



THE PATHWAY

WORSHIP TOGETHER REGULARLY--CORPORATE

AND PERSONAL WORSHIP DEMONSTRATES OUR

LOVE FOR GOD BY OFFERING PRAISES TO HIM

AND LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR AS OURSELVES.



THE PATHWAY

ENJOY GOD'S PRESENCE--SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES

WERE GIVEN TO US IN ORDER TO ENJOY THE

PRESENCE OF GOD AT ANY TIME WE CHOOSE. 



THE PATHWAY

GIVE GENEROUSLY--MAINTAINING A CHRISTIAN

PERSPECTIVE ON MONEY AND WEALTH IS

ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IT MEANS TO

SERVE A GENEROUS GOD.



THE PATHWAY

SERVE OTHERS--THE BEST WAY TO SEE AND

EXPERIENCE THE KINGDOM OF GOD HERE AND

NOW IS TO SEE IT IN LOVING SERVICE TO OTHERS.



THE PATHWAY

SHARE YOUR STORY--NARRATIVE HAS ALWAYS

BEEN THE PREFERRED METHOD IN SCRIPTURE FOR

GROWING THE KINGDOM THROUGH EVANGELISTIC

EFFORTS. 



THE PATHWAY

DO LIFE TOGETHER--CHRISTIANS TODAY MUST BE

INTENTIONAL ABOUT MAKING AND FOSTERING

THOSE SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIPS REQUIRED NOT

ONLY TO REMAIN FAITHFUL BUT TO GROW IN

FAITH AS WELL.



THE PATHWAY

LIVE DIFFERENTLY--PEOPLE WILL SEE THE LIGHT

OF CHRIST IN US WHEN THEY OBSERVE THAT OUR

LIFESTYLE IS FUNDAMENTALLY DIFFERENT

THAN THE LIFE OFFERED BY WORLDLY CULTURE.



THE PATHWAY

WORSHIP TOGETHER REGULARLY

ENJOY GOD'S PRESENCE

GIVE GENEROUSLY

SHARE YOUR STORY

SERVE OTHERS

DO LIFE TOGETHER

LIVE DIFFERENTLY
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