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Our church family has been studying and praycrful_ly reflecting

-on women’s roles in our public_gatherings singe, 1988. . Our
-concern has been how best to understand and apply the scrip-

tural principle that there is neither male nor fémale in Christ
Jesus (Gal. 3:28),. We want to be true to Scripture.” And as part
of our being {rue to' Scripture, we recognize our, responsibility
to outsiders seeking faith (in the spirit of Matt. 9:9-13; 1 Cor. ‘
9:19:23; and Tifus 2:3-10). Since 1993 we_have ‘circiilated
these questions broadly among members and leaders of the
Churches of ‘Christ nationwide. And the decisions we make
concerning faith and gender continue to be driven by these
basic questions, ' o

1. Concerning those texts traditionally used to_restrict or

silence women In our worship assemblies, 1 Cor, 14:33-

35 and 1'Tim. 2:11-15, which approach to biblical hiter-

pretation Is most consistent, honest and therefore valid?

. Do we simply accept them at face value separate from

- their literary and historical context? Or do we deter-

mine to the best of our ability the origlnal intent of the

writer, In’ this case, Paul, by reconstructing as accu-

rately as we can the real-life context using all the lin-
guistic, literary, and historical insights available to us?

With regard to many practices—to cite a few examples,
foot washing, speaking in tongues, the holy kiss, and fe-
male adornniient—clearly we have relied upon establishing
original initent. Consider, for instance, how on an issue like
tongue speaking—*I1 would like everyone of you to speak
in. tongues” (1 Cor. 14:5)—we point quickly to historical
context and original intent, noting that Paul was addressing
the specific circumstances of his day. The truth is that
sound biblical interpretation has always relied upon the best
knowledge of historical context available, Perhaps the real

- question occurs when we break from our usual pattern and .
on a particular issue downplay context and original intent:
when we do this, what is really motivating us?

So what is the principle of .selectivity we have used to
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